
 

  

 

INDEPENDENT ASSURANCE STATEMENT 

Control Union Certifications was commissioned by Golden Agri-Resources Ltd (GAR) to conduct an 

independent assurance of NDPE Implementation Reporting Framework disclosures.  

The information in the Sustainability Report is the exclusive responsibility of Golden Agri-Resources Ltd. 

Control Union Certifications was not involved in the preparation of any material included in this document.  

The responsibility of Control Union is to express an opinion concerning the information included in the 

three tables representing progress against GAR’s NDPE commitments, within the assurance scope 

mentioned below, with the purpose to inform all the Interested Parties.  

Assurance Scope 

The assurance engagement has been planned and performed in accordance with AA1000AS version 3. The 

assurance process involves verification of the following aspects: 

Inclusivity: 
Engagement with stakeholders in the report development process and their involvement in 
organizational decision making 
Golden Agri-Resources has collaborated with a number of stakeholders on developing policy and 
procedures. These policies and procedures include among others, grievance handling to third party 
suppliers and deforestation monitoring. The various ways in which GAR engages with stakeholders 
includes face-to-face meetings, conference calls and public consultations. 
 
Materiality: 
Identification of issues in the report that are relevant and significant to the organization’s 
stakeholders, the presence of and the extent to which these material issues are disclosed in the report 
NDPE responds to the needs of the industry and mitigate risks on no-deforestation and peat conversion. 
Thus, within the scope of this review progress with the NDPE commitments is identified as a relevant 
material topic. GAR has policies and working instructions in place to ensure that advancements are 
being made with NDPE in their supply chain. 
 
Responsiveness: 
Acting on stakeholder issues and provision of feedback through decisions, actions, performance and 
communication 
GAR publishes the outcomes of stakeholder engagements on the company’s website, to publicly share 
the achievements of this process. Additionally, feedback from stakeholder engagement is addressed 
through a number of channels including a publicly available grievance list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

Impact: 
Monitoring, measurement and providing accountability for how the actions of the organization affect 
the economy, the environment, society, stakeholders or the organization itself 
For the 2020 volumes, the status of the NDPE IRF commitments for the 425 mills included in the scope 
of this review is as shown in the following three tables: 

 
Table 2 Deforestation progress at production level based on the estimated proportion (FFB) from 
directly managed production, (%) 2020 

Category CPO PKO 
Awareness 8 9 
Commitments 4 7 
Progressing 3 1 
Delivery 85 82 

 
Table 3 Peat progress at mill level of CPO and PKO, (%) 2020 

Category CPO PKO 
Awareness 8 11 
Commitments 9 10 
Progressing 9 5 
Delivery 74 74 

 

Table 1 Deforestation progress at mill level of CPO and PKO, (%) 2020 

Category CPO PKO 

Awareness 11 14 
Commitments 7 11 

Progressing  11 6 

Delivery 72 69 

Level of Assurance 

The level of Assurance is used to determine the depth of detail that an assurance provider uses to identify 

if there are material errors, omissions or misstatements. The level of assurance for this report is Moderate. 

Methodology 

• Internal review of documentary evidence presented by GAR ] 
• Review of approach to data collection at company level 
• Review of a selection of internal performance documents 
• Interviews of personnel within relevant divisions responsible for NDPE IRF in GAR  
 
NB. GAR utilizes the NDPE IRF template (available at http://ndpe-irf.net) to calculate the IRF scores 

presented in the three tables included under Impact. The scope of the assurance process conducted by 

Control Union focused on GAR’s inputs and outputs of the NDPE IRF template, however did not include a 

review of the construct of the template itself. This would have required engagement with external 

responsible organizations thus falling outside the direct scope of this evaluation. 

http://ndpe-irf.net/


 

  

 

Independence and quality control  
 

Control Union Certifications is accredited according to ISO 17021-1:2015/ISO 17065:2012 covering our 

global scope and operations. This includes the need to maintain a comprehensive system of quality control 

including documented policies, and procedures on compliance to ethical and legal requirements as well as 

objectivity throughout our operations. The auditors performing the data check have proven track records 

in the review of similar assignments and qualified according to industry leading third party certification 

programs of the palm sector.  

Conclusions 

Based on our moderate assurance process, nothing has come to our attention that causes us to believe 

that the scope (subject matter) as detailed above and presented in the report is not presented fairly in 

accordance with the criteria. Hence, our work confirms that the information included in the sustainability 

report is reliable and objective, and is presented clearly and understandably. 
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